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These High Holidays will be unlike any we have experienced. 

Throughout our 150-year history, we have experienced many things. Just last year, 
we found ourselves unable to be in our renovated building, due to prolonged 
construction. Seventeen years ago, we found ourselves in the same situation, having 
sold our facility at 69th and Holmes, and not yet accustomed to accommodating so 
many in our building. And there were other crises in the past. Our congregation has 
weathered two world wars, the 1918 flu pandemic, the Great Depression, the social 
and political upheavals of the 1960s...the list goes on.

In each of those moments, B’nai Jehudah created meaning regardless of where it 
found itself - in the 1960s, at the downtown Music Hall; in 2003, at the Overland Park 
Sheraton, and in 2019, at Church of the Resurrection. This year is no different. Of 
course, we wish we were in our own facility for the High Holidays. But because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and with an abundance of caution, we have decided that our 
High Holiday services will be virtual only.

Because of differences in online vs. in-person experiences, there will be many changes 
to our services, both in structure and length. We don’t make these changes lightly. We 
do so with the goal of creating experiences that are engaging and meaningful. 

There is good news in all of this. We hope you will invite family and friends, wherever 
they live, to join us for our High Holiday services. Anyone can participate. We know 
they will be moved by their time with us.

We welcome back our Mesner Theater Puppet friends, who are joining us to create two 
family-friendly holiday video experiences, that will be premiered on Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur mornings. Plus, we have unique “drive-thru” opportunities for Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur afternoon that we are excited to share. 

Please read this booklet carefully. Given our unique circumstances, we want you to 
know what to expect as - together - we usher in this New Year.W
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REMEMBER: Due to COVID-19, none of our Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur 
services will be in-person. All our services will be online ONLY, available 
simultaneosly on Vimeo and Facebook.

http://vimeo.com/bnaijehudah OR http://facebook.com/TTCBJ
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Selichot - Saturday, September 12
8:45 pm - via Zoom

Selichot begins the process of opening ourselves to the work of “cheshbon ha-nefesh,” 
taking an accounting of our own souls. We do this as a greater Jewish community. This 
year, due to the coronavirus, our time together will be via Zoom. At 8:45 pm, we will 
begin with Havdalah, to mark the end of Shabbat. At 9:00 pm, our Selichot service will 
begin, led by clergy and musicians from our greater Kansas City Jewish community.  To 
receive the online link to the service, visit: www.kcrabbi.org/event/selichot-2020

Helping Hands
Letting everyone connect
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To enable everyone to participate in our High Holiday experience, we are 
transforming our greeters and ushers into a mobile group of caring individuals 
who will connect with those without internet access and those who may find 
navigating the internet or connecting to our services to be a challenge.

These volunteers will connect with those who would like help to get online for our 
High Holiday services this year. It may be a phone call to help with technical details. 
It may be a visit to lend a device for 10 days or to show how to get onto Vimeo or 
Facebook. Or just how to click on a link that will open up our service.

We want those who can help
AND

we want to know who we can help.

Please email us (HELP@BNAIJEHUDAH.ORG) or call us (913-663-4050) 
by September 8 and let us know:
 • if you will volunteer
 • if you could use a little help in order to participate in services this year.
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Erev Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 18 - 7:30 pm
Join us virtually as we usher in the New Year. Our service this evening will be 35-40 
minutes. During our time together, we will explore the themes of renewal, community, 
hope, and beginnings, weaving familiar and new to celebrate a new year, with new 
opportunities. Rabbi Smiley will give the sermon.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Virtual Family Video Experience 
Saturday, September 19 - 9:00 am
Our puppet friends from Mesner Puppet Theater are returning to share one of our 
favorite stories, about a really old and wise turtle. Using our bigger-than-life puppets 
- along with a few human friends you may recognize - we have a 30-minute virtual 
family experience, produced just for our children (and, yes, their parents and 
grandparents, as well). Catch the premiere of our video at 9:00 am on Rosh Hashanah 
morning. And definitely invite family and friends anywhere in the world to join us.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 
Saturday, September 19 - 10:30 am
Our service will be much shorter than in the past, just 50-55 minutes. We will hear 
the call of the Shofar, celebrate Rosh Hashanah with music and message. This will be 
a unique celebration of the New Year, through words, music, and video...all of which 
serves as a modern expression of our ancient prayers. Rabbi Nemitoff will give the 
sermon. Please note: We will be reciting Kaddish and reading our weekly list of 
those who have recently died and yahrzeits on Erev Rosh Hashanah only.

Rosh Hashanah Drive-Thru Tashlich Experience
Saturday, September 19 - 4:00-5:30 pm
We have created a special drive-thru Tashlich experience, appropriate for all ages.
Folks will remain in their cars, as they participate in a variety of meaningful and fun 
activites. Throughout the drive, you will be greeted by staff and volunteers (in masks 
and gloves) and - yes - our puppet friends. As you leave to return home, Leslie and 
Rabbi Arthur Nemitoff will hand you some treats to make this New Year even sweeter. 
The circuit around our building (see map on page 8) will take about 20 minutes. In case 
of inclement weather or changes to public health practices, we will send out a notice via 
text, social media, and email with updated information.
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Services will be only online, available on Vimeo and Facebook.
See back cover for link information.



We enter 10 days of reflection and soul-work.

Shabbat Shuvah
Friday, September 25 - 6:00 pm
Called the Sabbath of Repentance, this special service has featured notable clergy as 
our special guests. Our service will be online only, viewable via Facebook or Vimeo. 
We are honored to have Rev. (and Congressman) Emanuel Cleaver II share a virtual 
message of repentance and hope with us. Our service will be 35-40 minutes in length.

Shabbat Shuvah
Saturday, September 26 - 10:30 am
Shabbat Shuvah continues our High Holiday theme of repentance. Our service on this 
Shabbat morning will be online only, available through Facebook and Vimeo. 
Our shorter service will be about 45 minutes long. Rabbi Smiley will speak.

Memorial Service - Rose Hill Cemetery
Sunday, September 20 - 3:00 pm
Our tradition suggests we visit the graves of loved ones during the Days of Awe. Our 
annual Memorial Service will be led by our B’nai Jehudah rabbis and Michelle Cox, our 
Music Director. Due to concerns with the coronavirus, our service this year will be 
outside, on the lawn, on the east side of the Rose Hill Mausoleum (6900 Troost Ave, 
Kansas City, MO). If it is raining or excessively hot, please bring an umbrella. Our service 
will be 30 minutes. Afterwards, we invite all to visit graves. We will have face masks 
available, that we will ask all to wear. In case of changes to public health practices, our 
service will be online only, viewable on Facebook or Vimeo. Notification will be sent via 
text, social media, and email.
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Book of Remembrance

Each year, we invite you to add names of deceased loved ones to be 
part of our printed Book of Remembrance, handed out on Yom Kippur. 
Due to COVID-19, this year, our “book” will be a webpage, that will stay up for an 
entire year on our website, honoring those for whom we mourn. Enclosed with this 
pamphlet is a form and return envelope. Please fill it out and mail it in - or go online 
to: https://tinyurl.com/2020BOR. We hope you will join us in remembering those 
who helped us along our journeys. 4
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Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei)
Sunday, September 27 - 7:30 pm
Our congregation ushers in the Day of Atonement with Kol Nidrei, a 35-40 minutes 
service. Please remember that Kol Nidrei begins our service, so we encourage you to 
join us online promptly at 7:30 pm. Rabbi Nemitoff will give the sermon.

Yom Kippur Morning Virtual Family Video Experience 
Monday, September 28 - 9:00 am
Our friends from Mesner Puppet Theater return on Yom Kippur, as we premiere a new 
30-minute virtual family video experience. Our puppet and human friends join us to 
tell a tale of Tzeducka. You don’t want to miss what comes out of his mouth! Invite 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends anywhere in the world to join us 
online on Yom Kippur morning.

Yom Kippur Morning Service 
Monday, September 28 - 10:30 am
Just as on Rosh Hashanah, our service will be much shorter than in the past, only 
50-55 minutes. On Yom Kippur, we reflect on the themes of struggle and resolve, of 
repentance and renewal.  We are challenged to cleanse and heal our souls. Our music, 
prayer, and message will be woven together in a style similar to what we experienced 
on Rosh Hashanah morning. Rabbi Smiley will give the sermon.
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Yom Kippur Afternoon Drive-Thru “Kedoshim Tihiyu” Experience
Monday, September 28 - 2:30-4:00 pm
Our drive-thru experience will examine the Holiness Code, Leviticus 19. In a 20-minute 
interactive drive around our building (see map on page 9), we will be able to learn how 
to bring holiness into our lives. In addition, this moment gives staff - with masks and 
gloves -  the opportunity to greet members of our congregation on this day of deep 
reflection. In case of inclement weather or changes to public health practices, we will send 
out a notice via text, social media, and email with updated information.

Yom Kippur Yizkor & Neilah (Memorial & Concluding)
Monday, September 28 - 5:00 pm 
Our Yom Kippur observance concludes with Yizkor and Neilah. Yizkor permits us to 
remember those loved ones who walked along side of us in the past and to recall their 
gifts. Rabbi Nemitoff will speak. Neilah is the peak culmination of our 24-hour fast and 
prayer experience. Our combined service will be 45-minutes long. Our virtual service 
will conclude with a single blast of the Shofar, and Havdalah.
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Our Fall Festivals conclude with Sukkot and Simchat Torah

Erev Sukkot - registration required
Friday, October 2
6:00 pm - Erev Sukkot Service
This is an historic moment in the life of B’nai Jehudah. On this date, 150 years ago, 
our congregation came into being. Join us for a festive celebration of Sukkot, 
Shabbat, and our Sesquicentennial.

Sukkot Morning Service - registration required
Saturday, October 3 - 10:30 am
Sukkot morning provides us with an opportunity to give thanks to God for bounties 
with which we are blessed. Join us for our service filled with prayer, music and Torah, 
as one of our young people is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Erev Simchat Torah - registration required
Friday, October 9 - 6:00 pm
Due to COVID-19, we are postponing our consecration of our youngest students to 
Tu B’Shevat, in January. And, while we will not be able to bring out the Torah scrolls, 
dance with them, or have all of us hold Torah, as we unroll it (as we have in the past), 
nonetheless we will take this Erev Shabbat to celebrate the gift of Torah.
 
Atzeret-Simchat Torah Morning & Yizkor - registration required
Saturday, October 10 - 10:30 am
As our High Holiday season draws to a close, we pause to remember those who have 
blessed our lives, but are no more. During our Shabbat/holiday morning service, 
two of our young people will celebrate becoming B’nai Mitzvah. In addition, we will 
recite Yizkor, as we will recall those who walked before us. 6

For our Sukkot and Simchat Torah observances, we  hope 
to have in-person services. If so, we will require folks to 
register to attend, in order to manage numbers and keep 
everyone safe. If we return to virtual services, we will let you know.

Please go online to: http://tinyurl.com/2020SukkotandSimchatTorah to 
sign up for whichever service(s) you wish to attend. Or call 913-663-4050.
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Every year, we ask congregants to donate food 
to those in need during the High Holidays.
Last year, we collected over three tons 
of food, providing meals to needy 
individuals in our community. 

Though we won’t be together for 
services, we still heed the call to feed 
those who are hungry. Together, we will 
feed our neighbors in the Kansas City area.

Everyone will be given a grocery bag during our Drive-Thru Rosh Hashanah 
experience on Rosh Hashanah afternoon. Please fill the bags (or use your own) and 
return them either during our 2:30-4:00 pm drive-thru Yom Kippur experience or any-
time during the Ten Days of Repentance. If you come by the building, put groceries in 
our vestibule and we will place them in the Harvesters truck.

Consider these foods as you shop for this mitzvah:
Canned tuna
Dried beans
Peanut butter
Nonfat dry milk
Cereal
Rice
Oatmeal
Canned soup

Tomato sauce
Canned tomatoes
Canned vegetables
Canned fruit
Fruit juice
Instant pudding mix
Vegetable oil
Coffee/Tea

Also, please consider
making a 
contribution
to MAZON: A Jewish 
Response to Hunger.
An envelope is stapled to the 
grocery bag you will receive.
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Recognizing our commitment to JFS and the 
food pantry they host, we will be collecting 
food beginning on Sukkot - and continuing 
throughout the coming year. We will host 
food drives for Sukkot, Chanukah, Tu B’Shevat, 
Purim, Passover, and Shavuot. All the food that 
is generously donated will be given to JFS to 
feed the hungry in our Jewish community and 
beyond. Sukkot is a celebration of the bounty 
we have. May we share of our gifts with those 
less fortunate. JFS becomes our sole food 
donation partner for the rest of 5781.



Rosh Hashanah Drive-Thru
Tashlich Experience

1. Welcome w/Jennifer Green Baer
2. Apples & Honey
3. Supplies & Explanation w/Dayna Gershon
4. Prayers at the “Kotel” w/Rabbi Sarah Smiley
5. Tashlich w/Rabbi Josh Leighton

6. Live Music w/Michelle Cox
7. Klein Collection Exhibit w/Abby Magriel
8. Reaching In/Reaching Out Opportunities
9. Car Games & Competitions w/Emily Williams
10. Sweets w/Leslie and Rabbi Arthur Nemitoff
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Yom Kippur Drive-Thru
Kedoshim Tihiyu Experience
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1. Welcome  

2. Torah Reading: Lev. 19:1-2 

3.  Torah Study: Lev. 19: 3-4 

4. Torah Reading: Lev. 19:9-10 

5. “This is Hunger” Exhibit 

6. Harvesters Food Donation 

7. Torah Study: Lev. 19:11-16 

8. Torah Reading: Lev. 19:17-18 

9. “Love Your Neighbor” 

10.Torah Study: Lev. 19:32 

11. Immigrant & Refugee Exhibit 
(Lev. 19: 33-34) 

12. The Holocaust Scroll Torah 
Reading: Lev. 19: 35-37

Yom Kippur Drive-Thru 
Kedoshim Tihiyu Experience 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1. Welcome
2. Torah Reading - Leviticus 19:1-2
3. Torah Study - Leviticus 19:3-4
4. Torah Reading - Leviticus 19:9-10
5. “This Is Hunger” Exhibit
6. Harvesters Food Donation

7. Torah Study - Leviticus 19:11-16
8. Torah Reading - Leviticus 19:17-18
9. “Love Your Neighbor”
10. Torah Study - Leviticus 19:32
11. “Immigrant/Refugee” Exhibit - Lev 19:33-34
12. Holocaust Scroll Reading - Lev 19:35-37
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Our Core Purpose:
To Nurture Jewish Meaning, Connection, Continuity

Our Core Values:
Open Hearts, Kedusha (Holiness), Derech Eretz (Common Decency)

Our BHAG (Big Holy Awesome Goal):
Every congregant pursues an individualized Jewish path.

In so doing, the individual, the community, and the world become better.

12320 Nall Avenue • Overland Park, KS 66209 • 913.663.4050 • www.bnaijehudah.org

Where To Find Services
for all our High Holidays

Vimeo
http://vimeo.com/bnaijehudah

Facebook
http://facebook.com/TTCBJ

You do not need to have a Facebook account or to login to access our page.
And you do not need to share any private information.

The same is true for Vimeo.


