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Welcome to 5780 and a new year with B’nai Jehudah. 

In a few short months, we will come home to our building. The transformation we 
experience will be breathtaking.

Of course, we wish we were in our own facility for the High Holidays. But, as the old 
adage reminds us, “every construction project costs more and takes longer than we 
expect.” And guess what? It has! As you can see from the pictures on the cover of this 
booklet, we aren’t quite ready to have hundreds of folks celebrate the holidays in our 
own space.

The extraordinary news is that our good friends at the Church of the Resurrection 
(COR) have opened their home to us for the High Holidays. They have graciously given 
us - at no cost - all the various spaces we need to hold all of our activities connected to 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur - rehearsals, services, child care, youth activities. We 
are deeply grateful for their open hearts and gracious sharing of their facility.

So, the first thing we all need to remember is the following:

All services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur will take place at the 
United  Methodist Church of the Resurrection (13720 Roe Avenue, 
Leawood, KS 66224). All services/activities on Rosh Hashanah will take 
place in Building B, in their space called, “The Foundry.”  All services/activities 
on Yom Kippur - except Yizkor/Neilah - will be in the same building and 
space. Yizkor/Neilah will occur in their main sanctuary.

The second thing we want all to know: with one exception, the schedule and style 
of our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services and activities will be the same as in 
past years. We welcome back our Mesner Puppet friends for our family services. Our 
evening services remain “traditional,” while our morning main services continue their 
“contemporary” nature. Here is the one change. Because the space we are using will 
accommodate more people, we will hold only one Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei) 
service this year. It will be at 7:30 pm, paralleling our Erev Rosh Hashanah schedule.

Our youth services, our children’s programming, and our child care will all occur in 
spaces, accessible through Building B. Maps of COR for parking and where activities 
will happen are included in this brochure, beginning on page 11.W
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Lastly, we share two other changes (as experiments). 

Unlike in past years, we will not be sending out tickets that are needed 
for admittance to our High Holiday services. They are NOT included in this 
mailing. This will save us hundreds of dollars in printing and office labor. And 
we hope this approach will permit all who belong to experience the welcome 
and open nature of our community.

Our High Holiday services are for those who are members of the congregation. It is a 
privilege of belonging. However, recognizing that our families and friends are mingled 
amongst many congregations in the city - and these High Holidays see folks travel to 
be with their loved ones - we want to welcome your loved ones into our High Holiday 
celebrations.

So, our final change, given the larger spaces in which our services will occur, is 
that (as an experiment) we welcome you to bring your family and friends 
with you to any of our services. There are no forms to fill out, no calls to 
the office are needed. 

Finally, as we have always done, college students, those in the military, and anyone 
who has moved into our community within the last year are welcome to join us for all 
of our High Holiday observances. If you know anyone in these categories, encourage 
them be with us and experience our unique B’nai Jehudah hospitality.

Please read this booklet carefully, even if you have belonged for decades. Given our 
temporary location this year, we want everyone to know where to go, when to go, and 
what to expect as - together - we usher in this New Year.

Both of us - and our families - wish you and your families a joyful and meaningful High 
Holiday season. L’shana tova u’metuka. May it be a good and sweet New Year.

  Jocelyn Fry,   Arthur P. Nemitoff,
  President   Senior Rabbi
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Spiritually, we prepare for the Days of Awe.

Selichot - Saturday, September 21
8:00 pm at Congregation Beth Torah

Selichot begins the process of opening ourselves to the work of “cheshbon ha-nefesh,” 
taking an accounting of our own souls. We do this as a greater Jewish community. The 
evening will begin with a dessert reception and will be followed by Havdalah at 8:45 
pm. At 9:00 pm, rabbis from the community will lead text studies that teach us how we 
can listen, challenge and connect with one another…and at the same time be mind-
ful, compassionate, and generous. At 10:10 pm, our Selichot service will begin, led by 
clergy and musicians from our greater Kansas City Jewish community.

Practically, we prepare as well.

Child Care & Children’s Programming

We are pleased to offer child care for children (age 6 months through age 8) during 
our Erev Rosh Hashanah and Erev Yom Kippur services. (We hope children over the age 
of 8 will attend services and experience these important moments.) In addition, we 
offer child care for children (age 6 months through age 4) during our 10:30 am main 
services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings. All child care will take place in 
rooms adjacent to The Foundry (see enclosed map on page 12).

We use only qualified child care providers. We ask families to contribute a little 
to the costs we incur to insure our children are safe and engaged. The cost is 
$10/child per service or $36/child for all services. Please let us know at least a 
week before Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as to which services we can 
expect your child. Either go online (www.tinyurl.com/HHD19-children) or 
call us (913-663-4050) to reserve a place for your child(ren).

For children, ages 5 through 8, consider letting them join us for our special children’s 
programming, focused on age-appropriate High Holiday learning in a nurturing and 
safe environment, while parents experience our moving morning services. We will be 
using activity-appropriate school rooms on the second floor of Building B (see map on 
page 13). 
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While there is no cost for this learning and social opportunity, we do need 
to know how many children to expect so we can have enough teachers and 
supplies. So, please either go online (www.tinyurl.com/HHD19-children) 
or call us (913-663-4050) to let us know names, ages, and when we can 
expect to greet your child(ren).

If you have any questions, we are here to answer them. Regarding child care, please 
contact Jean Osbourn (913-378-1262; josbourn@bnaijehudah.org). For questions 
about our children’s programming for the High Holidays, contact Dayna Gershon 
(913-663-3047; education@bnaijehudah.org).

Special Accomodations

We are very fortunate that COR built their facility to accommodate all who wish to 
enter, including those who require a little extra help.

There is plenty of handicapped parking, clearly marked, near both Building B and 
the main sanctuary. In addition, there will be greeters standing by to help whomever 
could use an extra hand.

In addition, we are happy to provide special reserved seating for persons with 
physical disabilities, and if needed, for a companion. Please fill out the form 
online (www.tinyurl.com/HHD19-specialseating) or call us (913-663-4050) 
and let us know what your needs are and how we can accommodate you 
or your guest (wheelchair, aisle seating, etc.) Only by letting us know in 
advance can we be prepared to greet you properly..

Live Streaming for Homebound

If anyone is not able to be with us for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur because of illness 
or the inability to travel, we are delighted to offer live streaming via the internet. If 
you or a loved one find it impossible to join us in person, you can still experience our 
services. Just go to www.tinyurl.com/TTCBJ-live-streaming, and - when our services 
begin (see schedule beginning on page 5) - we hope you find meaning in sharing 
our services online. All of our main services, as well as our two family services - will be 
streamed live over the internet. Once more, we are indebted to COR and their amazing 
staff who are able to arrange this for us.
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Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 29 - 7:30 pm
Join us as we usher in the New Year, as one community, we experience family and 
kedusha (holiness). During this service, our congregation’s president, Jocelyn Fry, will 
offer brief remarks. Rabbi Smiley will give the sermon.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Family Service 
Monday, September 30 - 8:30 am
We are delighted that our puppet friends from Mesner Puppet Theater will return for 
this special Family Service for Rosh Hashanah. Along with our rabbis and a group of 
puppeteers from the congregation, we will share an hour of prayer, song, and amazing 
puppetry …telling the stories of Rosh Hashanah. While our Family Service is designed 
for children, age birth-7, and their parents, we welcome all who wish to attend. This 
service is open to everyone in the community, regardless of affiliation. Be sure to invite 
friends with young children to experience High Holidays with our B’nai Jehudah family.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Main Service 
Monday, September 30 - 10:30 am
We gather as a congregational family to hear the call of the Shofar and celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah. We are delighted to welcome our congregational Tefillah Team, who will 
inspire us to sing with them throughout our service. Extending our tefillah experiment, 
we will only use a specially-crafted brochure as our machzor (prayerbook) substitute. 
Rabbi Nemitoff will give the sermon.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Youth Service 
Monday, September 30 - 10:30 am
Our high school youth, along with Rabbi Leighton, will lead a special service and High 
Holiday-themed workshops for the children of our congregation, grades 4-7. Part 
of our youth service, age-appropriate workshops will explore the meaning of these 
holidays, prayers and hopes for the coming year, and tzedekah and justice. Please note 
that this service is not for families, but just for the young people of B’nai Jehudah. 
 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Children’s Programming
Monday, September 30 - 10:30 am
During morning services on Rosh Hashanah, children, ages 5 through 8, are welcome 
to participate in creative children’s programming, focusing on age-appropriate High 
Holiday activities. There is no cost for this social and learning programming. Be sure to 
complete the children’s programming registration form online or call the office.
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Our Rosh Hashanah celebration continues.

Rosh Hashanah Afternoon
Monday, September 30 - 4:30 pm
Please join Leslie and Rabbi Arthur Nemitoff at Gezer Park (133rd and Mission, 
Leawood) to celebrate the sweetness of the New Year. They will host sweets and cold 
drinks under the west side pavilion (where Shabbat in the Park happens), as well as an 
opportunity for the community to gather and schmooze, and for the children to play 
at the park. Then, at 5:30 pm, we will share in the tradition of Tashlich - of casting our 
“sins” into the water. We will use a brief, creative and family-friendly service. In case of 
inclement weather, we will not be holding either event at Gezer Park. There is no 
rainout alternative.

We enter 10 days of reflection and soul-work.

Shabbat Shuvah - Jewish Community Campus MAC Room
Friday, October 4 - 6:00 pm
The Shabbat in between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is called Shabbat Shuvah, the 
Sabbath of Repentance. Each year, this special service has featured a notable member 
of the clergy, offering a message of repentance and interpersonal reconciliation. We 
look forward to this unique opportunity to hear a new voice to inspire us in the 
coming year.

Shabbat Shuvah - Jewish Community Campus Social Hall
Saturday, October 5 - 10:30 am
Shabbat Shuvah continues our High Holiday theme of repentance, with our regular 
90-minute morning service.

Memorial Service - Rose Hill Cemetery
Sunday, October 6 - 3:00 pm
Our tradition suggests we visit the graves of loved ones during the Days of Awe. Our 
annual Memorial Service will be led by B’nai Jehudah rabbis. The service will be held in 
the chapel of the Rose Hill Mausoleum (6900 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO). Please note 
that the Rose Hill Mausoleum is not accessible to those with mobility challenges.In
 be
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Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei)
Tuesday, October 8 - 7:30 pm
Our congregation ushers in the Day of Atonement as one community this year with 
Kol Nidrei. Please remember that Kol Nidrei begins our service, so we ask that folks be 
seated beforehand. Rabbi Nemitoff will give the sermon.

Yom Kippur Morning Family Service 
Wednesday, October 9 - 8:30 am
As on Rosh Hashanah, our friends from Mesner Puppet Theater will return for this 
special  Family Service for Yom Kippur. Along with our rabbis and volunteer puppeteers 
from the congregation, we will share an hour of prayer, song, and telling the stories of 
Yom Kippur in an interactive service. While our Family Service is designed for children, 
age birth-7, and their parents, we welcome all in the community who wish to attend, 
regardless of affiliation.

Yom Kippur Morning Main Service 
Wednesday, October 9 - 10:30 am
We gather on Yom Kippur as a congregational family. Our service this morning will 
reflect on the themes of repentance and renewal.  We are challenged to cleanse and 
heal our souls. As last year, our entire service will weave music throughout our liturgy. 
We will be using a specially-crafted brochure for our entire morning service, instead of 
our traditional High Holiday prayerbooks. Rabbi Smiley will give the sermon.

Yom Kippur Morning Youth Service 
Wednesday, October 9 - 10:30 am
As on Rosh Hashanah, our high school youth, along with Rabbi Leighton, will lead a 
special service and High Holiday-themed workshops for the children of our congrega-
tion, grades 4-7. Please note that this service is not for families, but just for the young 
people of B’nai Jehudah. We ask that families wait to meet their children until the 
conclusion of this youth service, which will be closely timed with the main service.
 
Yom Kippur Morning Children’s Programming
Wednesday, October 9 - 10:30 am
During morning services on Yom Kippur, children, ages 5 through 8 will participate in 
creative children’s programming, focusing on age-appropriate High Holiday activities. 
Please remember to register online or call us so we know to expect your child(ren).
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On Yom Kippur afternoon, we think about memory & meaning.

Please note that our Yom Kippur afternoon services and activities are in 
different locations. “Kedoshim Tihiyu” will take place in a location at COR to be 
determined, and announced during services. Our Yizkor and Neilah service will 
be in COR’s main sanctuary, which is located in Building A. (see enclosed map 
on page 14 for location and parking map on page 11)

Yom Kippur Afternoon “Kedoshim Tihiyu”
Wednesday, October 9 - 2:00 pm
Because of our new surroundings, this Yom Kippur will be different than those of the 
past decade. We will focus our soul-work within two activities.

We will begin later, giving congregants time between the end of the morning service 
and the beginning of these sessions to walk through COR’s grounds and facility, or to 
sit quietly in any of their several lounge areas for about an hour. Then, at 2:00 pm, we 
will gather for 60 minutes of active learning, followed by a 45-minute Torah service 
(starting at 3:15 pm), including reflections by congregants of how we bring holiness in 
our lives through acts of “tikkun” (healing).

Yom Kippur Yizkor & Neilah (Memorial & Concluding)
Wednesday, October 9 - 4:15 pm 
Our Yom Kippur observance concludes with a single service in COR’s main sanctuary 
(Building A). Yizkor permits us to remember those loved ones who walked along side 
of us in the past. Whether our losses are more recent or distant, we join together to 
recall their gifts and learn from their lives. Rabbi Nemitoff will speak. 

Neilah is the peak culmination of our 24-hour fast and prayer experience. Over the last 
few years, we re-envisioned our Neilah service using B’nai Jehudah music and liturgy, a 
fitting peak moment to conclude our Yom Kippur. Because we treat Yizkor and Neilah 
as one service, we respectfully request that congregants who come at 4:15 pm remain 
until our service concludes (approximately) at 6:00 - 6:15 pm.

At (approximately) 5:45 pm, we invite families with children to return for 
the last 15-30 minutes or so of our Neilah service. At the end of our service, 
all the children of the congregation will be invited to the bimah to share in a 
brief Havdalah service. Then all the children who attend will receive special 
gifts to remember our High Holiday services and lessons.
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Our Fall Festivals conclude with Sukkot and Simchat Torah.

Because of construction, we will be partnering with Congregation Beth 
Torah for our Erev Sukkot service and activities, and on Atzeret-Simchat 
Torah morning. Everything on Sunday, October 13 and Monday, October 21, 
will occur at their building (6100 W. 127 Street, Overland Park, KS 66209).

Erev Sukkot
Sunday, October 13 - Congregation Beth Torah
4:30 pm - Sukkot Harvest Happening w/”Food Truck” Dinner
6:00 pm - Erev Sukkot Service
Sukkot is a celebration of both the fall harvest and our people’s journey through the 
wilderness. In partnership with Congregation Beth Torah and with B’nai Jehudah’s 
Brotherhood and Sisterhood, we will have activities for all ages, music and more 
beginning at 4:30 pm. Feel free to eat from our Food Trucks anytime during our 
Festival. Be sure to stay for our brief festival service, at 6:00 pm, shared with Beth Torah.

Sukkot Morning Service - Jewish Community Campus MAC Room
Monday, October 14 - 10:30 am
Sukkot morning provides us with an opportunity to give thanks to God for bounties 
with which we are blessed. Join us for our service filled with prayer, music and Torah. 
Because of our construction, we will be in the MAC Room of the JCCampus.

Erev Simchat Torah - Jewish Community Campus Social Hall
Sunday, October 20 - 6:00 pm
We celebrate reaching the end of Deuteronomy in the Torah and begin anew with the 
first verse of Genesis. A service for all ages celebrating the gift of Torah will include the 
consecration of our newest (and youngest) students. Join us as we unroll the Torah 
scrolls and - literally - hold Torah high with our own hands. The evening concludes with 
a new and improved - and delicious - ice cream oneg.
 
Atzeret-Simchat Torah Morning & Yizkor - Congregation Beth Torah
Monday, October 21 - 10:30 am
As our High Holiday season draws to a close, we pause to remember those who have 
blessed our lives, but are no more. We will read from Deuteronomy and from Genesis, 
we will pray and give thanks to the Holy One, and we will recall those who walked 
before us. Please note that we will be joining our friends at Congregation Beth 
Torah in their sanctuary for this shared observance.
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Every year, we ask congregants to donate food 
to those in need during the High Holidays.

Last year, we collected over three tons 
of food, providing meals to needy 
individuals in our community. 

This year, we are partnering
with our hosts, Church of the
Resurrection. Together, we 
will gather as much non-perishable food as we can to feed our neighbors in the 
greater Kansas City area. COR begins their drive on September 14-15. Ours starts on 
Rosh Hashanah. 

Everyone will be given a grocery bag as we leave services on Rosh Hashanah. 
Please fill the bags and return them when you come to any of our Yom Kippur services 
(Tuesday-Wednesday, October 8-9). Places will be clearly marked where to deposit 
your gift of food. 

Consider these foods as you shop for this mitzvah:

Protein
Canned tuna
Dried beans
Peanut butter

Dairy
Nonfat dry milk

Grain
Cereal
Rice
Oatmeal

Miscellaneous
Canned soup
Tomato sauce
Canned tomatoes
Canned vegetables
Canned fruit
Fruit juice
Instant pudding mix
Vegetable oil
Coffee/Tea

Also, please consider making a contribution to MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger.
An envelope for this purpose is stapled to the grocery bag you will receive.

10



Parking for all of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, except Yizkor/Neilah

Parking for Yom Kippur Yizkor/Neilah only

PARKING MAP
M
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BUILDING A-SANCTUARY
Location for YK Yizkor and Neilah Service

Infant Soothing Room
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Our Core Purpose:
To Nurture Jewish Meaning, Connection, Continuity

Our Core Values:
Open Hearts, Kedusha (Holiness), Derech Eretz (Common Decency)

Our BHAG (Big Holy Awesome Goal):
Every congregant pursues an individualized Jewish path.

In so doing, the individual, the community, Our and the world become better.

12320 Nall Avenue • Overland Park, KS 66209 • 913.663.4050 • www.bnaijehudah.org


